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AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY FORT LAMY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRDEAGRXY 

SUB J : POSSIBLE LIMITATIONS ON EXPORTS OF SELECTED 
FOODSTUFFS 

REF: STATE 125374 

1. REFTEL GIVES EXTREMELY CLEAR AND UNDERSTANDABLE 
EXPLANATION OF REASONS WHICH MAY LEAD TO LIMITATIONS ON 
EXPORTS OF SELECTED FOODSTUFFS. 

2. AS DEPT IS AWARE, US IS ENGAGED WITH THE UN 

AND OTHER NATIONS IN CONSIDERABLE EFFORT TO FURNISH EMERGENCY 
FEEDGRAINS TO DROUGHTSTRICKEN COUNTRIES OF WEST AFRICAN 
SAHEL ZONE. IT IS TOO EARLY TO TELL HOW EXTENSIVE WILL 
BE THE NEED FOR SUCH GRAIN OVER THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR, 
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PENDING FURTHER WORD ON RAINFALL AND RESULTING CROP 
PROSPECTS FOR THE BALANCE OF THIS YEAR. HOWEVER, UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES IT IS DIFFICULT TO DISCUSS SUBJECT 
MATTER REFTEL WITH HOST GOVT OFFICIALS WITHOUT 
SOME REFERENCE TO EFFECT SUCH LIMITATIONS MIGHT HAVE ON 
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE. 

3. APPRECIATE ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE DEPT MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO OFFER. CAN WE INFER THAT IT IS LIKELY THAT 
IF SUCH EXPORT LIMITATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO BE IMPOSED, 
THERE WILL NEVERTHELESS BE CONSIDERATION GIVEN TO 
CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS TO PREVENT 
FAMINE? 

CLARK 
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